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PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY OF JAMIE GORELICK 

Jamie Gorelick is a partner at Wilmer Cutler Pickering LLP, whose career has spanned the legal, 
policy, and corporate landscape.  As one of Washington’s best-known litigators, for nearly twenty 
years, she has represented corporations and individuals on a wide array of problems, particularly 
in the regulatory and enforcement arenas.  She has particular expertise in corporate governance 
and compliance, as well as internal corporate investigations and is the co-author of the leading 
treatise on the maintenance of corporate documents.  Ms. Gorelick’s leadership in the bar was 
recognized when she served as President of the District of Columbia Bar. 

In addition to her substantial litigation background, Ms. Gorelick has held senior positions in 
government and public service.  She currently is a member of the National Commission on 
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, which is charged with finding out why the U.S. was 
unprepared for the attacks of September 11, 2001, and what changes should be made in the 
nation’s capabilities to defend itself against terrorism.  She was well-prepared for this service by 
her tenure -- from 1994 to 1997 -- as Deputy Attorney General of the United States, the second 
highest position in the Department of Justice.  In that role, she supervised all the United States 
Attorneys, the litigating divisions of the Department and the law enforcement agencies, including 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation; she was also the chief operating officer with responsibility 
for over 100,000 people and a budget of more than $18 billion.  Ms. Gorelick came to this 
position from the Department of Defense, where she was General Counsel, running the country’s 
largest law firm.  She is a member of the Central Intelligence Agency’s National Security 
Advisory Panel and has served on numerous government commissions.  Earlier in her career, Ms. 
Gorelick was Vice Chair of the Task Force on the Audit, Inspection and Investigative 
Components of the Department of Defense, which led to the institution of an Inspector General 
there, and she was Assistant to the Secretary and Counselor to the Deputy Secretary of Energy. 

Ms. Gorelick also has held senior positions in the corporate sector.  For six years, from 1997 to 
2003, she was Vice Chair of Fannie Mae, the company that is the nation’s largest source of 
housing finance.  There, she shared responsibility for the overall management of the company, 
with a special emphasis on affordable housing.  Ms. Gorelick also is a member of the boards of 
directors of United Technologies Corporation and Schlumberger, Ltd. 

Ms. Gorelick is a graduate of Harvard College, where she was Radcliffe Orator, and Harvard Law 
School, on whose Visiting Committee she serves.  She is a member of Harvard College’s Board 
of Overseers.  She also is on the boards of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, the Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless, 
and the Supreme Court Fellows Commission.  She is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 



 

 

Ms. Gorelick has received many awards and commendations, including the Secretary of Defense 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Director of Central Intelligence Award, the Department of 
Justice’s Edmund J. Randolph Award, the Outstanding Public Interest Advocate of the Year 
Award, the Radcliffe College Alumnae Recognition Award, the Wickersham Award for 
Exceptional Public Service and Dedication to the Legal Profession, the American Bar 
Association’s Margaret Brent Award, the Prominent Women in International Law Award, the 
Women’s Bar Association’s Woman Lawyer of the Year Award, the American Jewish 
Committee’s Judge Learned Hand Award, the NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund’s 
Aiming High Award, and the D.C. Chamber of Commerce’s Corporate Leadership Award.  She 
has been listed in Fortune Magazine’s “Fifty Most Powerful Women in Business” and Working 
Mother Magazine’s “Twenty-Five Most Influential Working Mothers in America.” 


